
 

 

 
January 29th,  2010  

Hey All,  

     I'm sitting here in this unbelievable  hotel up in the Douro River valley of Portugal 

watching the Superbowl and drinking vintage Port.   We had an amazing time in Spain, saw 

many wineries and tasted a huge array of wines.   Many of which we should have in the 

store by May if the 'system' doesn't slow us down too much.   I can't wait to have a tasting 

and show off these  unbelievable , old vine, handmade wines from Ribera del Duero, Rioja, 

Montsant, Priorat, Toro, etc.   I have a b unch of video footage, but I can't seem to get it 

downloaded.   I'll post a couple photos and links below in the meantime and post the 
videos when I get home next week.    

     Although I am looking forward to telling stories about our long lunches and histo ric 

walks etc, it will have to wait.   The internet connection here is terrible and I'm consuming 

port at a rate that is not conducive to clear communication.   The main thing I want to 

mention is the Valentine's Day tasting that the ladies are putting on in  my absence this 
Friday.   Please take a look...  

 

Valentine's Day Tasting this Friday  

      Alanna, Hannah and Erin (happy birthday btw) have put together a tasting for this 

Friday.   It's $20/person  and will include a diverse selection of wines that they like and 

feel are in some way romantic or at least a alluring and delicious.   This will be this  Friday, 

February 12th from 5pm - 7pm .   I'm sure they would appreciate RSVPs because they are 
putting toget her some food, both savory and sweet.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf6XSRkXOupYooirGKaV8jq1PnHCuyZ-fb0sUvmU89znqiQZArjQxbX16wE2MqlmJ8jqH2gTmU123qTXPw0STUP-ExVrKEYhhmtEGkKJSyqurD2qI0bnKfOoHUHDYIE_BzratkwijwhOzgsqfJ6ulvvxwFCyddw13QecWbuFfMYgIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf6XSRkXOupYooirGKaV8jq1PnHCuyZ-fb0sUvmU89znqiQZArjQxbX16wE2MqlmJ8jqH2gTmU123qTXPw0STUP-ExVrKEYhhmtEGkKJSyqurD2qI0bnKfOoHUHDYIE_BzratkwijwhOzgsqfJ6ulvvxwFCyddw13QecWbuFfMYgIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf6XSRkXOupYooirGKaV8jq1PnHCuyZ-fb0sUvmU89znqiQZArjQxbX16wE2MqlmJ8jqH2gTmU123qTXPw0STUP-ExVrKEYhhmtEGkKJSyqurD2qI0bnKfOoHUHDYIE_BzratkwijwhOzgsqfJ6ulvvxwFCyddw13QecWbuFfMYgIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf4WB28Xl3WyxgSxblh3kufyL2JwqO-08weVkkP-yKxj6jrxjFnBaH9YDJAfAAxsxesAtx7De9q032c4rpBKJmmbtkxeJVRGRHEhSFSOZaA-AA==


apas Tapas in Barcelona  



 

Pre- lunch tasting at Heras Cordon in Rioja  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf6nN_hykykWZcVK5hS_9Py6i-w34xMwYZe7pHs5nY1LAWUE9Ng8qt_XfbV_fFcyZuoHE1cKD8olDsmYXN-TLyiS06dxFOdqMyrcfl9o-7NMzKmtVZ0hWQ80UctuuU-vF-DcxdEES3nSsTwzqZabt8MPxcx19HYBuULD_QpV_hmzYHj9cejtQKc6


 

An unbelievable lunch at the old family 'Bodega' of t he Garcia Nino family.   Ribera del 
Duero is as well known for its lamb as it is for its wines made of Tempranillo.    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf7kYnuNuHHe7neKWreqYgdO7yWwW5l9FjcvskdFMmbhf1RcKRO1Ww5IOTn3rSChGlXPGtcMTYVdGsFTO_TT_T7GBmmOUSirnugcQfbjh1zZJ74wyEzYgAqD


 

These guys are the Grandmother and Grandfather of the Garcia Nino family.   Grandpop 
was showing us his skills with the Perron.   



 

Jevan and  I with Jose Alberto the winemaker of  Casajus and also the baker in his  small 
town in the  Ribera del Duero.   The average age of his Tempranillo vines are 80yrs+.    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103017395958&s=3192&e=001e_pQ4AHuuf4FfVfFU-6_9MhILFS-V3wjPsXwyatbnFA2pouhEWjgQxVS3wdRkAo9S5M3CMeMNDML1xdTpIcVjBp1YR5qU_1ATfYrfTgTk3UOxJb_Bx5JffynzcsCF0Kty1jTMBB4NfMIwaxX_w5bmpEcvi8non6tEPVuPeKJoOfq8nlm_Q3-qg==


 

This  was our lunch in  Pedrassa with 10 winemakers.   Previous to  eating, we met with each 

winery and tasted through their en tire line, took notes, and asked questions.   When 

all  was  said and done there were 39 bottles open on the table.   The view out of the 

windows  was a mountain slope with ancient stone terrac es and two giant wood storks 
nes ting right  on the corner of a bell t ower.  



 

The view from my window this afternoon.   The Douro river.   Both sl opes are covered in 

vines and t he trees in the garden are massive camelias with trunks like oaks.   There are 

also several different types of citrus  trees laden with fruit that we will be rai ding before our 

trip out to taste tomorrow.  

 
 

     There are so many great photos, videos, stories, and wines to show and talk about 

over the next few weeks.   I'll be in the store this coming Saturday, Feb 13th from 8am 

until at least 2pm.   I'll bring the Flip video so that we can watch some of the clips before I 
edit them  :)      

Hasta luego,  

thomas  

 
 

 

 

 
   

 

 


